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Introduction 
In honor of Adriano Garsia 
This volume contains papers presented at a conference in honor of Adriano Garsia, 
held in Taormina, Sicily in July of 1994. Although his name does not appear among 
the listed authors, Adriano is, in the ways that matter, a co-author of most of them. The 
nominal authors are his students, colleagues, and friends (one might say, mathematical 
friends, but in his case it is almost he same thing). Their topics reflect Adriano's taste, 
and many of their discoveries - -  both theorems and conjectures - - unmistakably reflect 
his manner of thinking. In some of the papers, even the style of exposition contains 
recognizable elements of Adriano's, from the richness of his language and his gift for 
clear and powerful motivation, down to his occasional idiosyncratic terminology. 
There is a remarkably coherent theme to the topics treated in nearly all these papers: 
the symmetric group, its representation theory, and its status as the Weyl group of type 
An. Viewed narrowly, these matters have been fully understood since the days of Schur 
and Weyl, but broadening our gaze to take in their surrounding neighborhood, we find 
the wellsprings of a great proportion of the best work in algebraic ombinatorics today, 
and much still barely explored territory. 
The papers also share a coherent philosophy: the combinatorial facts are seen al- 
gebraically, via Hecke algebras, free lie algebras, A-rings (as plethysm), classical and 
diagonal harmonics. And increasingly, the algebraic facts are seen geometrically. Re- 
flection arrangements, Schubert varieties, Hilbert schemes and other travelers in the 
symmetric group's entourage come out in the open in several papers and lurk in the 
background of quite a few more. 
On the one hand, the collection represents the interests of Adriano and his circle, 
which accounts for some of its coherence. On the other, at the same time, it touches 
the most important frontiers in algebraic ombinatorics. This simultaneous occurrence 
should tell us something about the wisdom and foresight in Adriano's vision of the 
subject since his appearance on the scene. 
Adriano came to combinatorics in a kind of conversion experience some twenty 
years ago with his remarkable work on Cohen-Macaulay posets and his 'expos6' of the 
umbral calculus, after an already well-established and successful career as an analyst. 
Most of us, entering the field naively and even accidentally, as graduate students, tend 
to adopt our advisors' points of view and to see the future as a gradual continuation 
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of the past. Adriano's route seems to have shown him a wider view of the landscape 
than we others, busy watching our footing on the trail, often see. 
This type of honorary volume is traditionally compiled on the occasion of a person's 
retirement. No such event being forseeable for Adriano, it was decided simply to 
celebrate his accumulated contributions to mathematics. Et au grand bonheur de tous, 
celles-ci continuent de s'accumuler. 
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